Topical therapy for burns.
Topical antimicrobial agents can prevent or minimize burn infections and should be used from the outset in all patients who are at significant risk from sepsis--either because of their wound severity or associated comorbid factors. All of the currently available topical agents have shortcomings; some of them have appreciable toxicity. The recent shift in emphasis toward early surgical closure of extensive deep burns in great part has resulted from appreciation of the inadequacies of currently available topical agents. Topical agents cannot substitute for timely and comprehensive physiologic support of burned patients.